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EDITORIA L

Thefirst day of Octobesee sometrees
already flametipped hedgerows rilpping
with hawthornberries, jevelled strings of
nightshade berries twing throudn the
woodlands, anémpy skies. The swallos
and martins in auarea left for warmer
climesearlierthan usual.

Autumnstorms are approaching, syoffs
from the unusually violent hurricaneasen
in the Caribbean. | recentbame armmss a
1997 aticle by David Dmlinson on the
effectsof the Great Stornof 1987. | well
remember watchinfences cashng down
arownd the gaddenand tiles flying off roofs
The following day | had to drive to Ker@n
either side of thenotorway, whte swathes
of woodland looked as if thadyad been
felled by a wirlwind 7 laid out ingreatflat
spirak. The 1987 stornbtook downl15
million trees.But by 1997 tenyeas later,
there had been huge regaaton of trees,
andspecies relianbn rottingwoodi nesting
birds, fungi and may invertebrate speesi

hadincreasd in numbers, some coming back

from the brink of extinctionSiver-washed

friti llaries andwhite admials tookadvantage

of the newclearing, as didlight-living
plants suchas primroses, blueblsland rare
lady orchids. Nightjars in particular
benefitted, doubtig in numiers.

The roadsides around my part of Oxishire
are going in the opposite directiorwith the
reduced frequency of vergritting, and in
some places a reduced width of verge being
cut, the hedges have advanced almost to the
edge of the road. This has redueedaluable
food reservoir for polliating insects, to the
disadvantage of the arable farmers whose
land abuts the roads.

In Oxfordshire, ateast, this seerato have
been a god summerfor butterflies. Fothe
first time | have seen seven species at the
same time on the buddleia, and wiggular
deadhealingit is still flowering and
attractinga varety of insectsA host of bees,
wasps, flies, hoverflies and a few late
butterfliesare busy around the ivy flowers
The warm autumn has cfused the
wildflowers. Honeysuckle iblooming
profusely againin garderandwoodland, and
on a reent WOFC tip to ArdleyQuarry



Nature Reservebesides Autumn Gentians,
we found summesflowering Dog Rose and
Ox-eye Daisyand even Early Dog Violeis
flower. WOFC members have reported
Primroses and Mwslipsbloomingin their
gardens.

We are now looking forward to the autumn
fungus foray, a trip to see autumn colours,

and the return of indoor meetings. The
willingness of members to Idavalks and
give talksand the generosity of our outside
speakers and leaders make it possible to
maintain a variety of activities throughout
the year, and we are most grateful. Our
thanks, too, to the splendid Shilton ladies
who supplied our summer party.

Jill Bailey

YOUR NEWSLETTER

My thanks to all those who sent reports in
prompt response to
bumper set of species, so | consulted

Please can you let me hayeur reports of
mywalks hnebéher ClubTohtingmewsletter jpy dhe
first week ofApril 2018 for the Spring

contributors and most agreed that we should newsletterand any April reportas soon as
shorten the lists (the Wyre Forest alone ran topossible afterwards. My-mail address is

three pages). So | have omitted mofsthe

j.bailey@ecofeatures.co.uk-mailed flora and

common species, except where their early or fauna lists in a single columnotin a tableor

late occurrence in the year is of interest, or
where | think they are of interest to many
members. The full species lists will be
available on the web site, and there will be
paper copies at the winter gtengs.

space with tabs pleaself this is not
convenient, pleaspost handwritten or printed
reports to the address given on your
programme.

Jill Bailey (Newsletter Editor

REPORTS OF FIELD MEETINGS

Walk at Bury Down and West lIsley 11 December2016 (missed fromast newsletter)

Following a day of continuous rain, it was
pleasantly mild and sunny when a combined
group of 21 Field Club and Oxford RSPB
members met up in the Bury Down car park
on the Ridgeway for this circular walk.
Before setting off, small flocksf birds could

be seen flitting to and fro before dropping
down in to the stubble in an adjoining field.
After heading west along the track, we could
see that the flocks comprised linnets and
yellowhammers. Later on, more of these
could be seen in a hedgeith a red kite
perched atop, plus several chaffinches and

three corn buntings. Kites were continually
gliding and soaring overhead for the duration
of the walk. Skylarks were also soaring , but
two also came down to bathe in a large
puddle in front of g at the side of the track.
Further on, a pair of stonechats and a small
flock of goldfinches could be seen flitting
about in the dead trackside vegetation.
Suddenly, in the scrubby area of rough
grassland beyond, a sha&dred owl flew up
into a relativey close small bush. And then,
almost straightaway, another one appeared
and landed in an adjoining bush, and three


mailto:j.bailey@ecofeatures.co.uk

more were soon seen flying low over the
adjoining area. Several members of the
group had brought their telescopes along,
and everyone had gdoviews of these
relatively scarce winter visitors to our area.
On our way down towards West lIsley later
on, several common buzzards and a kestrel
were the only other raptor species seen
during the walk. We encountered a few
common bird species on our weyough the
village, but large flocks of winter thrushes,
List of bird speciesseen:

Red Kite Carrion Crow
Buzzard Skylark
Kestrel Starling
Shorteared Owl Fieldfare
Jackdaw Redwing

mainly fieldfares, were feeding on the now
almost bare hawthorn bushes bordering the
route back up to the Ridgeway. Along the
track back towards the car park, another pair
of stonechats attracteduio attention. They
almost always perch for some time on the
most prominent twigs of bushes, as if posing
for those watching them. It had been an
exhilarating winter walk, with all our target
species found.

Stonechat
Chaffinch
Linnet
Yellowhammer
Corn bunting
David Rolfe

Barnsley Warren and Chedworth 23 April 2017

A surprisingly large number of members
attended this field trig clearly not put off

by the challenge of finding the resere¢
Barnsley Warren then a parking space
alongside a very busy main roathe next
challenge was to find the entrance to the
reserve through a gap in the hedge. Once

up and over a stone wal
Then on the reserve, we h
to be very, very careful
negotiating the precipitous
slopes. However, this was

very worthwhile as we we

rewarded with a wonderfu

further on there were doze
of Early Purple Orchids with
a few Greerwinged Orchids in flower.

After getting refreshments at the National
Trust café, a smaller group enjoyed a walk
along Chedworth Nature Reerve This
lovely reserve isa great site for geologists

and wildlife lovers alike.The reserve runs
along a section of the disused Cheltenham t
Cirencester railway line that opened in 1891
and closed in 1961. The reserve takes the
form of a woodland ride, with expanses of
beech woods on either side of the railway
line. Walking left from the entrance we came
to the tufa spring where
lime-rich water emerges
from underground. It
flows over rocks and
plants and they become
covered with limescale.
Further on is the entrance
to the railway tunnel that
is now bricked up apart
from access to the home
of many species of bat.
We then turned around
and walled back past the entrance and along
a further section of the reserve where the
railway ran along a steepded embankment.
Here we marvékd at the construction
methods before the days of diggers, cranes
and earthmoving equipment.

Mary Elford



List of plant species in flowerat Barnsley Warren:

Coltsfoot (roadside)
Gorse
Glaucous Sedge

Crossworf(roadside)
Sweet Vernal Grass
Salad Burnet

Early Purple Orchid
Field Woodrush

Bulbous Buttercup Kidney Vetch Greenwinged Orchid
Common Milkwort Wall Speedwell Hairy Bittercress
Pasqueflower Sticky Mouseear Common @ntaury (NF
Cowslip Sweet Violet Stemless Thistle

Birds (seen or heard):

Skylark Green Woodpecker Whitethroat
Willow Warbler (in copse) Linnets Kestrel
Buzzard Mistle Thrush

Linnet Chiffchaff

Other animals seen:
Saint Mark's flies (one day Small Tortoiseshebutterfly
early) Brimstonemoth

Common Llizard

Brenda Betteridge and Alison Weaver

Plant species seen at Chedworth Reserve:

WoodAnemone Primrose Sanicle
Wood Srrel Cowslip Bugle
Bluebell Wood $eedwell Wood $urge

Wild Strawberry Yellow Archangel Wood Sdge
Hart's Tongue fern Barren $rawberry
Lady's Smock/Cuckoo Flower Wood Sdge

Birds seen:
Nuthatch Goldfinch Willow Warbler
Willow/Marsh Tit Chiffchaff

Other animals seen:
Orangeip Butterfly
Roman ®ails
Alison Weaver

Dawn Chorus at Minster Lovell and Crawley 7 May 2017

Nine members assembled at 4.00am in the the laterdawi we 6 d wal ked as
Minster Lovell Ruins car park. It was very river before the diter usual early birds, such

dark and overcast, but mildortunately the as Robin, Rook, Jackdawkyark, Moorhen

cold northern breeze of the previous week and Mallard, were heard. Near to the rsiim

had subsided. As ual thefirst birds heard Barn Qw | was heard screec
were Pheasant and TawnwD Other seen. As we walked through the water

species were a little later than usual in meadow tavards the wooden river bridge,
starting to vocalise however, perhaps due to  Song Thrushes started to sifigust the one



at first, followed quickly byseveral more,
almost simultaneously! Beyond the bridge,
we heard a fieecreeper singing its quiet song
in trees close to the footpath, but not the
usualGoldcrest! As we crossed tineeadow
below Maggots Grove, a Reedi®@ing sang

in a hawthorn tree near #oditchside

reedbed, as did a Chiffchaff and ékcap

as we made our way up through the wood.

On reaching the top of the escarpment, we
immediatelyheard, and then saw, a Common
Whitethroat performing its parachuting seng
flight above the hedge alosige Dry Lane.
During our approach to the village of
Crawley, wequickly found one of a pair of

Grey Wagtails that nest beneath the road
bridge over the River Windrush and, further
on, the commoer small village birds such as
Dunnock, Greenfinch and HouSparrow.
Overhead, manyv&allows were on the wing,
and aRed Kite and a Bzzard were spotted.
Along the bridleway on the way batkthe
cars, Stock Dove, Relégged Partridge and,
lastly, Willow Warbler were added to the
list, making a final tally of 39ibd species.

As well as birds, we also savipistrelle

Bats, a Fox, Hares ancaBbits during the
walk.

List of bird species logged, with the time the first of each was encountered:

03.55: Pheasant
04.07: Tawny owl
04.20: Robin

04.21: Barn owl
04.22: Rook

04.22: Jackdaw
04.23: Skylark
04.23: Moorhen
04.24; Mallard
04.43: Song thrush
04.43: Carrion crow
04.53: Wood pigeon
04.54: Treecreeper
04.50: Wren

04.55: Blackbird
05.00: Chaffinch
05.18: Reed hting
05.22: Blue tit
05.25: Chiffchaff
05>26: Blackcap
05.34: Common whitethroat

05.54: Linnet

05.55: Magpie

05.57: Dunnock

06.00: Greenfinch

06.02: Starling

06.03: House sparrow
06.03: Collared dove
06.07: Grey wagtalil
06.10: Red kite

06.18: Pied wagtalil

06.20: Green woodpecker
06.20: Swallow

06.24: Buzzard

06.25: Stock dove

06.43: Great tit

06.56: Goldfinch

06.57: Redegged partridge
06.59 Willow warbler

David Rolfe

Walk in Homefield Wood BBOWT Reserve 14June 2017

A party of seven members attended this field
meeting, for which the target species were
mainly butterflies and orchids. As it
transpired, there was plenty of interest in
other fields tooOn arrivd at the parking

area a female l@affinch was seen drinking

from a puddle and By was heard. Raven

was also heard and then seen even before we
had started our walk along the main ride. |
had been told to look out for this by a

BBOWT employeeA pair hadbuilt their



nest in a DouglasiFonly tens of metres
from the entrance to the wood.

Orangeips (8) were seen along the main ride
and single silgtings of Green Hirstreak and
Peacock butterflies were made before we
turned right along a track following the outer
perimeter of the BBOWT resee, which is
owned by the Forestry Commission and
managedy BBOWT. We then saw a single
Speckled wood immediately before spotting
our first flowering orchid- an Early Rirple
There were two, but only one had flowered
this year. We then walked the perimetrack
in a clockwise direction, during which time
we spotted several of the total of ten
Brimstone butterflies seen during our visit
before reaching the @adow area, where we
spotted a Small Heath, five male Common
Blues, and three Ding$kippers (incuding a
mating pair). Also in the meadowe saw

our first Military Orchids(R). Last year over

700 were counted on the reserve as a whole.

There were also quite a fevly Orchids,
which are rather difficult to spot due largely
to their small size. Both dhese species have
increased their numbers on this reserve in
recent years.

Military Orchid

There were at least a dozen clump&alte
Oxlip (the hybrid between primrose and
cowslip) in the meadow. Sadly, only a few
Cowslips were still in flower, and the
Primrose andDxlips had finished flowering.
On our way towards an area wh&mwad

It was interesting hearing tligavens which
were not making their usual cronking call
but a shriller calthatl reckon were young
recently fledged ravens. Their breeding
period is usually early, stretching from

leaved Helleborines are usually found, we
had a look under a sheet of metal placed on
the ground to attracérassSnakes andblow-
worms. In addition to &ow-worm, in the
centre of the area of ground covered by the
metal, we saw the nest of whae believe

was aCommonVole. There were at least
four young in the tiny nest, built from dried
grass. Although they had ddeped a
reasonable amount ofrfutheir eyes were

still closed. | visited again two days later,
when | did my monthly butterfly transect,
and the nest was empty. A specimen of the
BurnetCompanion moth, which is often
confused with th®ingy Skipper butterfly,
was spotted in the meadpand about eight
specinens of BoadleavedHelleborine vere
seen along the fendme. These usually
flower in late July, when wasps can be seen
pollinating them.

Finally, we went to the main orchid glade
where large numbers dilitary Orchids and
a fewFly Orchids were in full flower. The
area where a feBeeOrchids are normally
seen did not reveal single flowering plant.
None of their easilyecognised large oval
leaves were found either, so this may be a
blank flowering year for the species here.

On theway back, thre&allow Deer strolled
in front of my car and | followed them for
almost a minute at a very slow pace before
they found a way into the woodsa fine

sight with which to end the day.

Malcolm Brownsword

FebruaryApril when they lay a clutch of-8
eggs. They are certainly getting more
common & their range is spreading. There
were also views oRedKites during he
afternoon and the call ofGreen
Woodpecker plus calls @hiffchaff.

David Roberts



Military Orchid Jill Bailey

List of plant species in flower:

Yellow Archangel
Bluebell

Wood Spurge
Spindle

Greater Stitchwort
Bush Vetch
Common Figwort
Wild Strawberry
Barren Strawberry
Smooth Meadovgrass
Field Woodrush
Primrose

White Helleborine

Fly orchid Jill Bailey

Broadlvd HelleborineNF

Early Purple Orchid
Glaucous Sedge

Thymeleaved Speedwell

Wood Sedge
Yellow Pimpernel
Wood Speedwell
Bulbous Buttercup
Soft Rush
Twayblade
Cowslip

Fly Orchid

Salad Burnet

Birds (mostly heard and not seen):

Ravens
Jay

Other animals:

Muntjac called

?Roe Deer (John disturbed)
Squirrel

Buzzards
Green woodpecker

Common Vole (nest of
young)

Slow-worm

Beefly

Common Milkwort
Common Quakingyrass
Military Orchid

Common Spotted Orchid (in
bud)

Wild Privet

Bi r-fod Brefoll

False Oxlip

Eyebright

Woodruff

Sweet Vernal Grass
Upright Brome

Chiffchaff

Small Heath butterfly
Common Blue butterfly
Dingy Skipper
Brimstone butterfly



Species lists by Brenda Betteridge

The Wyre Forestand Hartlebury Common 19-22 May 2017

It would have been difficult to have a more
fascinating weekend than we had in the
Wyre Forest this spring. We were very
lucky to count Peter Creed in our number.
Peter is well known to thelub and it was his
idea to go back to the Wyre Foreshe Club
last went in 2009 and it was certainly a
good idea. And this time the weather was
better.

Ten of us stayed in two B and Bs close to the

canal basin in Stourport on Severn over the
weekem of 19 to 22 May. Stourport is a
small town built around the canal system.
The locks and basin are well maintained and
offer an insight into the industrial history of
the region, which, although not the point of

the trip, was an added bonus. An unexpected

activity for me was to help free a narrow
boat that had got stuck in a lock! Adrian,
meanwhile, was wahing a family of five or
six Grey WAgtails on the banks of the
Severn.

The Wyre Forest itself covers an area of
more than 2600ha (about 6500 acre'slith
money"). Until the early 20th century it was
oak coppice and used to supply local
industries. Now nearly a fifth of the area is
designated as a National Nature Reserve.

Saturday morning was dampish when we met

Rosemary Winnall at Earnwood Copse on
the north side of the reserve. Rosemary is a
member of the Wyre Forest Study Group and
co-editor of a superb book on the forest. Like
Peter, her knowledge is encyclopaedic,
especially about the flora, the insects and,
surprisingly, slugs. She showed us hawuy
can identify one species just by picking it up,
when it will then curl into a ball and rock

gently from side to side. Nobody else wanted
to try. She also showed @an amusing trick

by waving a Bluebell over a Woodnts'

nest. The ants spray formic a@dd-
remember litmus paperzhe Buebell turns
from blue to pink. With Peter and Rosemary
- both hawkeyed- spotting flowers and
insects, including Speckledellow moths

and PlairGold micromoths, we progressed
slowly to have lunch in a recently cledre
area with a good stand of Wood Spurge
where Peter had hoped to find Spurge Bugs.
Although we didn't find any, there was a
good display of Heath Speedwell and plenty
of colourful insects including a Blue Shield
Bug, some Longhorn Beetles and, as the sun
came out, a couple of PedBbrdered
Fritillaries. There were also numerous
Labyrinth Spiders, which make funnel
shaped webs around the old tree stumps;
many of them were carrying egg sacs.

>

Pearibordered fritillary}]ohn Cobb

Notable finds after lunch were a honeycomb
in a hollow log and a Wild Service Tree in
bloom (though perhaps past its best).
Sheltering from some very heavy rain in a
hide for which Rosemary had presciently
brought the key, someone discovered a
perfectly famed hornet's nest in nest box
just outside. Following the cleared ride over
the top of the Elan Valley pipeline on our
way back to the car park we found several
Common Spotted Orchids and Rosemary
pointed out some Orang@ap eggs on the



flower stems of dady's Smock. At this

point the species list stood at about a hundred
and fifty. The evening was warm and still

and a number of bats were seen over the
Stourport canal basin and a lagoon between
some blocks of flats. | didn't have my bat
detector but theatlective opinion was that

they were probably Pipistrelles.

On Sunday morning we again
met Rosemary and John lles a
Uncllys farm on the south side
of the forest. John was a
founder of the Wyre
Community Land Trust whose
aims, working with volunteers
andlocal landowners, are to
enhance the biodiversity of the
local traditional orchards,
meadows and woodland. We
learnt from John that the WCL
currently manages 140ha and
has a herd of Dexter cattle
which graze in the wood
pasture. Much, if not all, of the
land is known as 'Ruskin Land' and was
given to John Ruskin, the Victorian artist
who established the 'Guild of St George' to
enable local people to reconnect with nature.
(By coincidence, there was an interesting
article about Ruskin Land in the springlZ0
edition of CPRE's Countryside Voice.) John
took us on a short tour of the WCLT
woodland and explained some of the history
and woodland managementdainen to see
the SwordLeaved Hlleborinegsee picture
above)which grow there. Since they were
put onPlantlife's 'BackromThe-Brink'
programme the number of sites in the forest
where they grow has increased from two to
twenty one, thanks in part to Rosemary who
surveyed and monitored them.

John then returned for a farm open day and
the rest of us head towards a damp area to
look for Carnation Sedge and Green

Huntsman spiders. On the way, Peter pointed
out some coppegreen dead wood. The
colour is caused by the Green Elfcup fungus
which used to be cultivated to produce ‘green
oak' for marquetry suchs Tunbridge Ware.
Whilst we ate our lunch on a bank
overlooking a small valley a Great Tit went
backwards and forwards to feed its young
and the silvery trills of a

Wood Warbler which we'd
hoped to find grew closer.
Peter found the Carnation
Sedge Carex panceg - and
soon afterwards a Green
Huntsman spider. If thata

large pure green spider with
big white eyes wasn't
spectacular enough, a female
Bagworm was then spotted on
some Wood Spurge. The
larvae of these moths build
cases of short grass sts; the
male adults have wings and

fly but the wingless females
remain in their larval cases.
The Wood Warbler came closer and was
spotted; a Tree Creeper showed itself on the
trunk of an oak.

Rosemary then led us to an old orchard and
hung up a pheromorneap to attract
Clearwing moths, but with no luck. As it was
a warm sunny afternoon, some people took
the opportunity for a nap on the grass,
despite the many meadow ant hills, each of
which had its own little ecosystem. Several
Willow Warblers were singig; Adrian

spotted a Hawfinch, which are not
uncommon in the forest; a Common Lizard
appeared briefly on a fallen tree. From there
we walked along an old railway line (used as
a cycle way) where more Ped@brdered
Fritillaries and PlairGold micromoths wee
seen. | was pleased to find some Common
Cowwheat as we went down a rather
precipitous path to Knowles Mill on Dowles



Brook with the hope of seeing a Dipper. things were the insects and the miniature

Again, no luck, but we saw and heard a plants adapted to the very dry conditions. In
couple of Pied Flycatchers and a Marsh Tit. the dry sandy paths, Blood Bees, which have
Making our vay back up an easier path we bright red abdomen, wer@sieging the holes
heard more Wood Warblers and stopped at a of Brassy Mining Bees, on which they

small pond in the woods where there were parasiise. Peter pointed out a Green Tiger
tadpoles, a Palmate Newt and a couple of red Beetle- a fearsome bright green predator that
Damsel Flies. Once back at the Ruskin has the reputation of being the UK's fastest
Studio (belonging to the WCLT) at Uncllys moving beetle. It certainly moved too fast to
Farm a number of Ight red Welsh Oak be photographed!igher up on the edge of
Longhorn Beetles were found in the the heath a black and yellow Wasp Beetle
woodshed. We were very grateful for a cup mimic - and a Green Hairstreak were found
of tea and a piece of birthday cake (thank on some young Oaks. A number of evil

you, Margaret!). | suspect that Brenda was looking Sand Wasps were found by the side
the most grateful because as Recorder she of the path. Lower down we got down on our
was beginning to sag under theight of the hands and knees to iddy some of the
species list which was over three hundred mi ni at ur e -fpdt,amamberofBi r d
and fifty by then. But there were more to the pea family which grows in cushions and

come. ] 7 has flowers no more than five or six

§L Ry & millimetres across, was particularly
attractive. Whilst we were at ground level,
Peter noticed a small spider withusual
markings. It was photographed and later
identified as a nationally rare species of
FalseWidow spider Gteatoda
albimaculatg, well away from its known
range of coastal and southern counties. In
fact, this was the first record for
Worcestershire.

. i “ { i
G;eén Elfcup funguglill Bailey
The Monday morning was warm and bright
and we assembled with Peter on Hartlebury
Common, which is a piece of dry, sgnd
heathland right on the outskirts of Stourport.

It is a SSSI and a local nature reserve, grazed
by a herd of longhorn cattle. As it was a
completely different habitat it had many new
species for the list. The first striking thing

was the swarms of Gardé€ihafers which
seemed to be everywhere. In fact, a couple of
local dogwalkers asked us what they were;
one of them had them all over his lawn

(which was probably bad news). Near the car
park was a small pond with an impressive
display of Marsh CinquefoilAlthough we

saw and heard a number of birds, including
Whitethroats, perhaps the most interesting

Wasp beetleJohn Cobb
By lunchtime the species list had grown to
more than four hundred and fifty and, after
eating our sandwiches whilst watching the
longhorn cattle grazing, we all returned to
Oxfordshire, well and truly 'ID*@ut’ after a
fascinatingweekend. I'm sure that | speak for
everyone in saying that we should like to
thank Peter Creed and Rosemary Winnall for

10



their knowledge and generosity in sharing it,
Brenda Betteridge for her extreme species

Wyre Forest

recording, and Yvonne Townsend for liaising
with Peter to set up the trip.

John Cobb

List of flowering plants seen(entries in red are either rare or local/special species)

Yellow Pimpernel
Wood Speedwell
Heathgrass
Yellow Archangel
Thymeleaved Speedwell
Heath Wooerush
Lousewort
Tutsan (in bud)
Hairy Woodrush
Wood Clubrush
Bitter Vetchling
Lesser Spearwort

Mosses and Ferns
Common Liverwort
Large Whitemoss

Fungi
Turkey-tail

Insects

Small Heathutterfly
Comma butterfly
Pearibordered Fritillary
Orange Tipbutterfly
Brimstonebutterfly

Small Emeraldnoth
Brindled Whitespot moth
Drab Loopermoth
Speckled Yellow moth

Other Invertebrates:
Ash Black Slug
Labyrinth Spider
Nursery web spider

Other Animals
Slow-worm
Common Lizard
Palmate Newt

Hartlebury Common

Broom

Wood Millet
Mountain Melick
Wild Service Tree
Holly

Mistletoe on Rowan
Pignut

Lily of the Valley
Bogbean

Shining Cranesbill
Yellow Rattle
Changing Forgeine-not

Hard Fern
BroadBuckler Fern

Scarletina Bolete

BagwormPsychesp. (moth)
Broadbodied Chaselr
Hoverfly C. variabilis
Hoverfly Cheilosia proxima
Thick-headed Fly (Conopid)
SouthernVood Ant

Figwort Weeuvil

Water Cricket

Rove Beetle

Worm Slug
Green Huntsman Spider
White Crab Spider

Swordleaved Helleborine
Columbine

Marsh ValeriarGreat Wooéd
rush

Lesser Stitchwort
Mountain Melick
Common Cowwheat
Oppositeleaved Golden
Saxifrage

Soft-leaved Sedge
Floating Clubrush

Wood Clubrush

Scaly Male Fern
H a r-tongwe Fern

Mottlegill Toadstool

Blue Shieldbug

Minotaur Beetle
Black-headed Cardinal Beetle
Welsh Oak_onghorn Beetle
Black-spotted_onghorn
Black-stripedLonghorn
Speckled_ong-horn Beetle
24-spot Ladybird
Black-headed Cardinal Beetle

Shorttailed Field Vole
Flat-backed Millipedgmating)

11



Flowering Plantsin flower:
Sticky Mouseear

Broom Pignut
Parsley Piert Annual Knawel
Bogbean Birdsfoot

Marsh Cinquefoil
Lesser Spearwort
Bog Stitchwort Sand Spurrey
Fungi & Lichens

Puffball Bovistaplumbia
Cladoniaportentosdichen

Insects
SmallHeathbutterfly
Common Blue butterfly
Green Hairstreakutterfly
Orange Tipbutterfly
Small Coppebutterfly

Scorpionfly
PineLadybird

Arachnid

Marsh Pennywort

Small Cudweed (nf)
Shepher dos

Tree Bumble Bee
Redtailed Bumble Bee
Ichneuma WaspOphion

B u c ‘hdirsPlantain

Broadleaved Cottorsedge

Tormentil

Bottle Sedge

Heath Wooerush
Cress

14-spot ladybird

Green Tiger Beetle

Click Beetle
Grey-hairedMining Beetle

Falsewidow Spider[Nationally Rare found on dry sandy heaith#g'st record for Worcestershire
(Confirmed by SpideRecording Scheme) well away from its known range of Dorset, Hants, Surrey,

Norfolk and Suffolk

Brenda Betteridge

Greenhamand CookhamCommon, Berkshire 11 June 2017 joint trip with RSPB

After overnight rain, it was brighand breezy
when four of us met up in the Control Tower
car park. Two more joined us a little later.
This site, owned by West Berkshire Council
and managed by the Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife
Trust, is 500 hectares of heathland, glasd
and ancient wood]l
a huge area, we walked just a small part of it,
eastwards onto Crookham Common. It is
popular with many dog walkers, joggers and
cyclists, but because of its size they are not
obtrusive.

As we set off, bdt aBullfinch and a
Blackcap were singing in the car park. We
firstly walked down the line of the former
runway, now grassland flanked by lots of
gorse. Skylarks sang overhead, amthets,
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and.

MeadowPipits andStonechats flitted about,
settling from timeto-time on the tops of the
shrubs. Occasionally, a flyirgestrel,Red

Kite orBuzzard caught our attention. Cattle
with calves, varying in size from very small
ones to almost fulgrown ones, were grazing

on the grass in the more open areas. One cow
weSpasse hbadgustagives kirth itota 8t wes u ¢ h
calf, and appeared to be about to produce its
twin. In such a large area some of the more
distant birds singing or calling, such as
GreenWoodpeckerRedleggedPartridge,
Chiffchaff andTreePi pi t , werenot
spotted. We eventually made our way to an
area of small pools surround by small shrubs
where, while watching moreinnets,
MeadowPipits andStonechats, a Dartford
Warbler was spotted by one of our group.
Despite constantly moving from bush to



bush, all of us managed to obtain good views
of it. Just beyond the poolsHobby was

seen swooping down to catch dragonflies. A
Willow Warbler and several moBdackcaps
sang as we made our way along the

woodland edge path towards the car park. As

we appoached the former airfield control
tower, a pair oLapwings that were nesting
on a gravelly mound were busily and noisily

Bird Species Seen/Heard:

Blackcap Hobby
Bullfinch Kestrel
Buzzard Lapwing
Carrion Crow Linnet
Dartford Warbler Meadow Pipit
Green Woodpecker Red Kite

Greenfinch

seeingoff Jackdaws and&arrion Crows

i ntent on taking the
none too pleasing an
hopedto see aVoodlark, having seen them
here during previous visits but, alas, not on
this occasionNeverthdess, it had been a
fruitful walk with just over 30 species seen
or heard.

Skylark

Song Thrush
Stonechat

Tree Pipit

Common Whitethroat
Willow Warbler

Redlegged Partridge

David Rolfe

Lower Moor Farm Reserve and Clattinger Farm 17 June 2017

This trip was cancelled

Moth morning 8 July 2017

There was an excellent turnout for this
annualeventé& en and Br enda
home near Worsham. Ken, Gavin Hageman
and | set up one moth :

trap in the garden and
two in the adjacent
former quarry on the
previous evening. It
was a warm, calm
night and Ken kindly
covered the traps at the
break of day to prent |
all the moths escaping - ¥
as our arrival time was|
not until 9 am. We had = Mol ,
a lovely collection of moth as foIIows 64
species in all. The full list is on the web site,

refreshments.

and copies will be available at our winter
rBeetingsla theé abbgprcé® of a moth expert we
were able between us to identify 49 moths.
The rest were identified
from photographs by Dr
Marc Botham, butterfly
and moth ecologist who
also lent me a moth trap.
Thanks to Gavin for

— bringing his trap along
and to Ken and Brenda
for their hospitality.

Tour s of
~ vegetable garden were
enjoyed as were the

Mary Elford

Evening walk along River Thames path at Bablockhythe 20 July 2017

This was a gentle evening stroll alongside
the bank of the Thames in warm weather,
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which grew colder later, then back to the
Ferymanpub for refreshmentilthough the

Kenos

b
e



fields along the river bank are grazed, it is were lucky enough to catch the vivid flash of
still a lovely walk. There is a variety of  a Kingfisher. Alison had to sit by the bank
vegetation, with colourful stretches of near the pub because of a bad knee, but she
riverside wild flowers interspersed with  still saw many birds, as is often the case
hedges, presumably planted to prevent the when one sits and watch@ss did our former
grazing animals from reaching the banks. wheelchairbound chairman, Barbara
Nestled among the waterside plants we found Slocock) The seemingly resident pub geese
Skullcap, and under the hedga scattering were very, very inquisitive and came to greet
of Pignut. We were entertained lyommon her and stayed close by.

Terns diving in the river, and some of us

List of plant species in flower:

PurpleLoosestrife CommonFleabane Skullcap
Yellow Loosestrife Goatsbeard

Branched Buireed Pignut

Birds seen:

Swallow Pied wagtails Buzzard
House martin Collared dove Long-tailed Tits
Great spotteadvoodpecker Goldfinch Bullfinch (Il )
Crow Cormorant GreylagGoose
Starlings Common tern BarnOwl
Kingfisher

Insects seen:

BandedDemoiselle MeadowBrown butterfly RedUnderwing moth (2 on
CommonBlue Damselfly HarlequinLadybird pub wall)

Alison Weaver and Tony Florépgicture by Jill Bailey)
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Visit to Glyme Farm, Chipping Norton 2 August 2017
In a period of changeable weather, we were a haven for wildlife. Moving off from the farm
pleased to see on the morning of 2 August thdiuildings we passed by one of the sources of
the forecast for that evening was for fine the River Glyme on our way to thedt field
weather. So it was disappointing when it rainedthere strip lynchets (a feature of ancient field
all evening! Almut 20 West Oxfordshire Field systems in which land was terraced to create
Club and Wychwood Flora Group members flat land for cultivation) are still visible. It is
turned up for the farm walk organised jointly here on the sloping bank that Meadow Clary
for the two organisations with the owner, (Salviapratensis f |l ouri shes tha
Lindon Cornwallis. It was difficult to sympathetic managemeinkeeping his sheep
appreciate the limestone grassland flora of theout of that area until after the flowers have set
meadows, thenaturing woodland planted by seed. Unfortunately it was too late in the
Lindon and the pasture sown with a mixture oSeason to see the Meadow Clary in flower,
plants specifically for sheep in a-y@ar which was a shame as it is a wonderful sight
rotation. But while we were walking through not seen in many places.
them Lyndon kept us entertained with a range
of subjects close to his heart and had so muclit the end of the walk in the gathering gloom
to tell us that I think we would still have been as we congregated back at the farm buildings
out in the fields after dark if Ken had not kept feeling a bit bedraggled Christine shared her
the group moving. chocolate birthday cake with iisa perfect end
Before we started the walk Lindon gave us anto an enjoyable, informative and memorable
introductory talk about how he came to the  evening. Thank you very mughindon, for
farm, his ambition to farm it in the way it giving up an evening to take us for a walk on
would havebeen in the 1940s, his struggles your farm and for giving us your thoughts
with bureaucracy to obtain whatever financial about the state of farming and the cyside,
support he could and his fight to keep his farnmwith which we sympathes

Brenda Betteridge

Bats by the river Windrush 18 Augug 2017 with Gavin Hageman
Nine of us met at the Woodford Road car parkrom my phone as examples of whatisten
in Witney at 8 pm. (sunset was at 8.20 p.nmh.) for when using the bat detector.
was pleasantly surprised that anybody turned
up at all given thiait was already startingto  The early emerging bats (Noctule, Leislers and
spt with rainand was forecast to rain heavily Serotine) are expected to fly at or close to
later, and | had seriously thought about sunset at 8.20 p.m., so we setne of the bat
cancelling the evening because bats feed on detectors to 25KHE to detect them should they
Insects and insects don't like to fly when it's appear Then aabout 8.15 pn. we walked
pouring with rain, so what's the poit's not  down Puck Lane to Mill Street where we
going to work | had thought? But as me crossed over the road and continued walking
brave and hopeful members of the club turneddown towards the wooden bridges over the
up to have a batty experience, | thought let's River Windrush. After the group arrived at the
give it a go and see what happens. main wooden bridge over the rivémwas able

to give out some Magentdrait detectors kindly
| gave a short introduction to bats and bat loanedto me by Chimney Meadows nature
detecting and played some bat call recordingsreserve(BBOWT). Shortly after our arrival at
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the bridge there was a brief crackle on one of trying to feed and many were spot&sithey
the bat detectors set at 25 kHz. By this point iflew past us over the bridgand some people
was pouring with rain and not very pleasant atdid spot flying mothswhich demonstrated that
all but nevertheless we had detected our first there were some insects flying around.
bat and it probably was one of the early
emerging bats \
althoughthe call was
far toobrief for me to
be able to identify it.
With our most
common bats, thavo
Pipistrelles (Common
and Soprano)
expected to emerge
from their roosts to
feed at around about
half an hour past :
sunset, we were hoping that the bat detectorsThe fact that so many bats were detected on
would burst into life at around about 8:45 and such a foul, wet evening was an absolute
it was already 8.35 by this point and everybodsevelation to me but, as | had explained to the
was getting very, very wet. But despite group the bats are very keen at this ¢irof
conditions baig extremely unfavourahléhe year to fatten up ready for the winter
bat detectors did burst into life at about 8:40 hibernation and probably extra keen given that
p.m. and for about half an hour until just after 3he weather in August hasn'tdrevery good
p.m. We detected lots of Pipistrelle bats and for them. Wow!l am still shocked, but thank
the bridge was absolutely buzzing with bats you to everyone who braved the weather.
Gavin Hageman

By About 9:10 p.m.
most people were
absolutely saturated
and prepared to
resume bat detecting
on a much finer
evenng. My written
notes had turned into
paper pulp so we
decided to call it a
day.

MEMBER SOCONTRIBUTIONS

A Long-eared Bat

| was visiting Tony Florey in High Street,

Witney, when | found in the outside yard a  Tony has not seen lorgpred bats near his
deadLongearedBat in a lovely condition. It  house beforehut has seen and rescued

has some a little bruising under its wing, but Pipistrelles. Interestingly, | had found a dead
otherwise it was perfect. It was an exquisite LongearedBat on the North Leigh to Witney
creature, with its long ears é@mvith wings like road only a few days earlier, and Sue Morton
fine leather. Its body was darkish brown, and iand John Cobb found one at Foscot very

had wonderful little feet. Adrian State recently.
photographed it and thought it was likely to be
a juvenile.

Alison Weaver
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